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were all Greeks, the Bulgarian Church lost in fact its former

Last years of
Basil II

The Empire
at its zenith

Weaknesses
in the
imperial
organisation

The name of " Bulgar-slayer " (Bulgaroctonos), by which
Basil II came to be known, perpetuates the great achieve-
ment of his reign. In the north, he had promised his sister
Anna in marriage to Vladimir the Great of Kiev in return
for Vladimir's assistance to him in 988. As the promised
bride did not come, Vladimir invaded the Crimea; peace
was resumed in 989, when the marriage took place. In that
year, too, Vladimir was baptised.1 His example led to the
general Chris tianisation of Russia, and to its close contact,
ecclesiastically, with Constantinople; this was intensified
when Vladimir's territories were invaded by Boleslav the
Mighty of Poland, who adhered to the Roman obedience.
With the Western Empire Basil was on friendly terms,
especially during the regency of Theophano, and a marriage
alliance arranged with Otto III was only prevented by Otto's
sudden death. Venice was particularly friendly, and got
what she wanted, commercial privileges, in return. There
remained only South Italy, where the contest with the
Sicilian Moslems continued. Basil was contemplating an
expedition for the reconquest of Sicily when he died in 1025.
He left the Empire at the zenith of its power. Thanks to
himself and to the two other great soldiers who had ruled
the Empire during his minority, its borders had been increased
so that it extended along the north continuously from the
Adriatic Sea to the Caucasus Mountains, and in the south
penetrated as far as Palestine; the Abbasid Caliphate was
in rapid decline. Not since the first Arab invasions had the
Empire covered so wide a range or seemed so secure, and
never again was it to recover the greatness of the days of
Basil II.

Basil was a soldier and a statesman, devoting himself
whole-heartedly to his task, and denying himself distractions.
He had no love of art or letters, for which his dynasty had
previously been distinguished. But with all his practical
efficiency he could not remove from the State those elements
of weakness that impaired its unity and its order. Chief

lHe had previously depended largely on his Varangian Guards, who
were attached to their pagan idols. After dispatching the greater part of
them to Constantinople, he was no longer tied to heathenism.